
My dear brothers and sisters, this weekend we celebrate a great feast of the Church - Corpus 

Christi - the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ. This feast reminds us of the most 

valuable and most holy gift that Jesus gives to in the Eucharist - the gift of His own Real 

Presence - Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity.  

 In fact, this is exactly why this feast was created. The first celebration of the Feast of 

Corpus Christi happened at the direction of Pope Urban IV in the year 1264. One of the things 

that inspired him to begin this great celebration happened in the year before - 1263.  

 As the story goes, the was a German priest name Fr. Peter of Prague was on a pilgrimage 

to Rome and stopped at the city of Bolsena in Italy to offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  

But, that poor priest was experiencing doubt in his faith as to whether the Eucharist was really 

the Body and Blood of Jesus. You see, at that time, for the first in the history of the Church, 

some theologians were beginning to doubt whether the bread and wine at Mass were really 

transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ. Fr. Peter was affected by this new skepticism.  

 But as he offered Holy Mass that day in Bolsena, at the moment that he said the words of 

consecration, drops of blood began to seep from the consecrated host onto the corporal and the 

altar. Our Blessed Lord provided a Eucharistic Miracle to satisfy the doubts of His priest. In this 

moment, the Lord assured him the He is truly present in the Most Holy Eucharist. The priest 

then reported the miracle to Pope Urban, who asked that the host be brought to Orvieto, near 

Rome, so that the pope could examine it. The miraculous bleeding host was then placed in the 

Cathedral of Orvieto, where it can still be seen today, nearly 800 years later.  
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 As we celebrate this feast of Corpus Christi, Holy Mother Church reminds us of the same 

truth that Fr. Peter of Prague experienced in that Eucharistic Miracle: Jesus is present for us in a 

real and substantial way in the Most Blessed Sacrament. We have a God who loves us so much 

that, not only did He become one like us in all things but sin, but He also remains here among 

us in the Eucharist to nourish us, to provide for us, to share His love for us. 

>>> The Gospel we heard today is a sign of this nourishment, this providence, this love of 

God for us. The miracle of the feeding of the 5,000 is beautiful and awesome in itself; but when 

we look closely at the details we can see that, through this miracle, Jesus was pointing forward 

to an even greater way that God would provide for His people.  

 Notice how St. Luke describes the actions of Jesus as he performed the miracle. First he 

made all the people sit down. “Then taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to 

heaven, he said the blessing over them, broke them, and gave them to the disciples to set before 

the crowd.” He took the loaves and fish, blessed them, broke them and gave them. Took, 

blessed, broke, gave - those four verbs should be very familiar to us. These are the same words 

that Jesus used at the Last Supper, when he took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples. And these are the same words that I will say in a few moments at the consecration of 

the bread right there at the altar. This miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and fishes was 

but a sign, but a shadow of a much greater miracle that Jesus would offer to us in the Eucharist. 

The loaves and fishes that Jesus provided point forward to the gift of His own Flesh and Blood 

that Jesus gives to us as Food and Drink and that will keep us safe to eternal life.  
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 In the Eucharist, Jesus provides for us and nourishes us in way that is utterly unique, in a 

way that is miraculous. Through those words of Jesus, the substance of the bread and wine is 

transformed completely into the Body and Blood of Christ. Jesus Himself come to be with us. 

Jesus Himself remains with us. He fulfills the promise that He made to His Apostles at the 

Ascension: “I will be with you alway until the end of the age.” And Jesus remains here with us 

because of His great love for us. In the Eucharist, God gives us living proof that He wants 

nothing more than to be close to us, to be a part of us, to dwell in our hearts. Why else would he 

come to us in the form of food? 

 And He wants us, in turn, to draw near to Him. What a blessing we have that God 

Himself is so close to us in the Eucharist! This gift of the Eucharist, this way that God draws 

near to us, is also the easiest way for us to draw near to God. This is why the Church calls us to 

attend Mass every Sunday and Holy Day of Obligation - so that we can be in the Holy Presence 

of Jesus in the Eucharist. And even if mortal sin should keep us from receiving Him on a 

particular day, we are still able to be in His presence at Mass. And let us never forget that this 

Presence of Christ is not limited to Sunday Mass. Everyday, we are offered the opportunity to 

be near to Jesus at Holy Mass. I know our 7am Mass is early for many. (It’s early for me, too!) 

But we are blessed to be surrounded by churches with other times that daily Mass is offered. 

Look for opportunities to come to Mass more often than just Sundays. These are opportunities 

to be with the Lord! 
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 And the Church has given us a great gift in Eucharistic adoration. When we come to 

adore Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, those few moments with Him at Mass are extended into a 

longer time of prayer. In Adoration, we can sit and look upon the face of Jesus while he looks 

back at us. There is no greater time or place for prayer than in the presence of Jesus in the 

Eucharist. Don’t forget that our parish offers times for adoration every Tuesday evening at 6pm 

and on the First Saturday of every month from 9:30am until noon. And we are blessed to have 

several adoration chapels within short driving distance of our church. Take advantage of these 

opportunities to spend time close to Jesus, just as he comes to be close to you.  

 Finally, this weekend, we are bringing back one of the great traditions of Corpus Christi 

here in our parish. At the end of the 6pm Mass, we will have a Eucharistic Procession. We will 

have the opportunity to be in the presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, but not by staying closed up 

in our church. Tomorrow/today, we will bring the Real Presence of Jesus out to the world. This 

is an opportunity for to show people, who may never pass through the doors of a church, Who it 

is that we love. We have an opportunity to show our community that we have a God who loves 

us so much that He comes close to us under the simple appearance of bread and wine. We can 

show others the beauty of our faith and the love of our God.  

 As we celebrate this great Solemnity of Corpus Christi, let us ask the Lord to renew and 

deepen our Faith in the Eucharist. And as the bread and wine are transformed into the Body and 

Blood of Christ at this Holy Mass, may our lives be transformed to grow deeper in love with 

our Lord Jesus Christ.
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